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Principal’s Message:
Welcome to the 2021 to 2022 school year! I hope that you had a safe and
enjoyable summer. I am looking forward to year full of learning and fun.

While we are still in the midst of the global COVID-19 pandemic, I am
anticipating that our school start up will be smooth. Our students are very
seasoned with many of our protocols for keeping our school safe.

Communicable Disease Prevention Plans have been posted on the Arthur Stevenson and School District
73 websites. These plans are intended to provide staff, students, and families with information about
preventing communicable disease including information on being informed about communicable
diseases and measures on how to support a safe school environment and understanding roles and
responsibilities in maintaining and promoting a healthy school.

Here are some details specific to Arthur Stevenson:
Daily Health Check
The first line of defence is to stay home when
you are sick. Staff and students are asked to go
through a self-assessment each day before
coming to school. The options for the daily
health check are to review the following
questions .or use the K-12 Health Check App
Do you have any of the following symptoms?

● Fever or chills
● Cough
● Sore throat
● Difficulty breathing
● Diarrhea
● Nausea and/or vomiting
● Extreme fatigue or tiredness
● Body aches
● Loss of appetite
● Headache
● Loss of sense of smell or taste

Students must stay home and are not to enter
the school if they are ill, answer yes to the above
symptoms, or any answer yes to one of the
following:

● In the last 14 days, have you returned
from travel outside Canada, including the
United States, and been directed to
quarantine?

● Have you been identified by Public
Health as a close contact of someone
with COVID-19?

● Have you been told to self-isolate by
Public Health or a Health Care
Professional?

Students, who experience symptoms consistent
with previously diagnosed health conditions can
continue to attend school when they are
experiencing these symptoms as normal. If they
experience any new or unexplained symptoms,
they should seek assessment by a health care
provider.

Handwashing
Handwashing continues to be one of the best
defences against Covid-19, so we will continue
to be vigilant with the washing of hands.
Students and staff will wash their hands when
arriving at school, before and after going
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outside, before going to another area of the
school (library, gym), whenever they are visibly
dirty, before and after eating, after using the
washroom, after sneezing or coughing, and prior
to going home.

Masks
At this time all adults and students from grade 4
and up are required to wear masks when they
are in the building. Students from kindergarten to
grade 3 are encouraged to wear masks.

Enhanced Cleaning and Disinfecting Protocols
Enhanced cleaning and disinfecting protocols
continue to be in place. Ms. Brenda Spooner, full
time daytime custodian, does a fantastic job of
keeping our school cleaned and disinfected
during the day. We also have two evening
custodians who clean classrooms after hours.

Entering and Exiting Procedures
To reduce congestion and the flow of human
traffic, we will continue to have specific doors for
entering and exiting.

Visitors
At this time, schools are still controlled
environments which means that only students
and staff will be in the building. Parents are
asked to drop off and pick up their children
outside. If you do need to come to the school,
please call ahead to make an appointment. If
you do come to the school, you will be required
to complete a visitor orientation, wash your
hands, complete a daily health check, and sign
in at the office.

Many of these protocols are the same as last
year but if you have any questions about them,
please let us know.

As I mentioned, our students have become
efficient with these protocols. It won’t be long
before we are fully back into the swing of things.
I look forward to working with the students, staff,
and parents of Arthur Stevenson again this year!

- Mrs. D. Steptoe

Arthur Stevenson Bell Schedule
Because of the two week spring break, we have
an additional 11 minutes of instructional time
added to each day. This will give us the
prescribed number of minutes required for the
school year. Dismissal time will be 11 minutes
later than in past years.

8:20 – Warning Bell
8:30 – Classes Begin
10:20-10:35 – Recess
12:25-1:25 - Lunch

12:25-12:45 (eating time)
12:45-1:25 (play time)

2:41 – Dismissal

Allergy-Sensitive School
We have students in our school who have
severe and life-threatening allergies to nuts and
other food products. Teachers will let families
know of any allergies in their classes in the
coming week. When packing lunches, please be
considerate of any allergies in your child’s class.

Please also consider not sending hand
sanitizers that are scented as
they cause reactions for some
people.
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Classroom Placements
Each spring, our teaching staff works collaboratively
to begin the process of placing students into
classrooms for the next school year. Many things
need to be considered including each student’s
academic needs, social skills, and learning styles.
Parent input is also taken into consideration. This is a
complex process and requires a lot of time and
thought. Throughout this week, we will continue the
placement process and we will do our best to have
classes finalized by Friday, September 10th or
Monday, September 13th. In the meantime, students
will be placed in pseudo-classes so that they can be
involved in valuable learning experiences throughout
these first few days.

Parents were given the opportunity to make specific
requests in the spring and we value the input you
have in regards to how your children learn best. As
mentioned, a tremendous amount of thought has
been put into the classroom placement of each
student. With the growing numbers in Westsyde, all
of our classes are very full and any movement would
affect more than one student. We are asking that you
allow students at least a full week in their new
classes to become acquainted with their classmates,
teachers and school procedures. Oftentimes,
concerns are alleviated once students get to know
their new teachers and classmates.

If you would still like to talk to me about classroom
placements, I will discuss your concerns beginning
the week of September 20th. I will not reply to email
concerns before this date.

Please note that according to the School Act,
principals have the final say on student
placement in classrooms.

Picture Day - September 17th
Get your smiles ready, picture
day is coming very soon!
Individual photos will take
place on Friday, September
17th.

Newsletters
In an effort to save paper, school newsletters will be
sent out electronically at the beginning of each
month. They will also be available on the school
website. If you require a paper copy, a few will be
available at the office.

Medical Alert
Parents and guardians of students with potentially
life-threatening health conditions or allergies are
asked to sign the necessary forms at the school
office. These forms must be updated every year.
Please send any epipens to the school as soon as
possible. Students should also carry one with them
during recess, lunch, and on field trips.

Noon Hour Supervisors
If you are interested in supervising during the noon
hour (12:25-1:25), please contact the office.
Supervisors will be given a $12 an hour honourariam.

School Supply Fees
Please watch for the school supply form that will be
sent home with your child. We highly recommend that
parents use this program as it saves families time
and money and provides consistency of supplies in
the classroom.

School supplies may be paid online this year. Please
see the letter of intent at the end of this newsletter for
more details. The site will go live on September 15th.
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2021-2022 Important Dates
Fri., Sept. 17 Picture Day Arthur Stevenson ROCKS!

Respect
Ownership
Cooperation
Kindness
Safety

Throughout the 2019-2020 school year, staff
worked on rebuilding our Social Responsibility
school matrix. We have R.O.C.K.S. posters
displayed throughout the school that will remind
students what R.O.C.K.S. behaviour looks like in
the different areas. We will also share
information about our behaviour expectations at
Arthur Stevenson in our monthly newsletter.

Student Code of Conduct
Please note that the School District Student
Code of Conduct (Administrative Procedure
#350) will be reviewed with students in the
coming days. The Student Code of Conduct
along with the Arthur Stevenson ROCKS
Behaviour Matrix are intended to encourage
acceptable student behaviour in order to
establish and maintain a safe, respectful and
caring learning environment. These documents
will also help to clarify expectations for student
behaviour while at school, going to and from
school, attending any school function or activity
at any location, or in other circumstances that
may have an impact on the school environment.

For your reference, Administrative Procedures
350: Student Code of Conduct and 350.2:
Student Dress Code can be found on the district
website.

Mon., Sept. 27 Pro-D Day

Wed. Sept. 29 Orange Shirt Day

Thurs., Sept. 30 National Day for Truth and
Reconciliation - No School

Thurs., Oct. 7 Early Dismissal (12:30) -
Parent/Teacher Meetings

Mon., Oct. 11 Thanksgiving - No School

Fri., Oct. 22 Pro-D Day - No School

Wed. Nov. 10 Remembrance Day Assembly

Thurs., Nov. 11 Remembrance Day - No School

Mon., Dec. 6 Pro-D Day - No School

Fri., Dec. 17 Last Day of Classes Before Winter
Break

Tues., Jan. 4 First Day Back After Winter Break

Fri., Feb. 4 Pro-D Day - No School

Mon., Feb. 14 Family Day - No School

Fri., Mar. 18 Last Day of Classes Before Spring
Break

Mon., Apr. 4 First Day Back After Spring Break

Fri., Apr. 15 Good Friday

Mon., Apr. 18 Easter Monday - No School

Mon., April 25 Pro-D Day - No School

Fri., May 20 Pro-D Day - No School

Mon., May 23 Victoria Day - No School

Wed., June 29 Last Day of
Classes
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Parking
Parking around the school can become very
congested during pick up and drop off times. To help
us keep our students safe, please note that the road
in front of the school (Bank Road) has been
designated as a “No Parking” zone. We also ask that
parents do not park in the staff parking lot before or
after school. Parking is available around the corner
along Soldier Road, please make sure to park on the
school side of the road to avoid blocking the
driveways of the residents living on that street.

If you drive your children to school and pick them up,
consider designating a meeting point that is not in
front of the school.

Picking Up/Dropping Off
Our first bell rings at 8:20 to allow students to enter
the building, wash their hands, put away the
backpacks, and get ready for the school day. The
second bell rings at 8:30 which signals the start of the
school day. There is no supervision outside prior to
the 8:20 bell or after school. Students are asked to
come at 8:20 and head home directly after school.

PAC News
PAC meetings are held at
6:30 pm on the first Monday
of the month. All parents are
invited to attend.

The first meeting will take place on Monday,
September 13th at 6:30 pm. This first meeting is an
important meeting to attend because elections are
held at this meeting. Based on the current COVID-19
protocols and restrictions, we will offer the choice of
attending the meeting either in person in the school
library or via Zoom. No childcare will be offered at
this time. The Zoom link will be sent out a few days
prior to the meeting.

At the September meeting, PAC will be looking to fill
the following positions:

● Vice President
● Secretary
● DPAC (2 people)
● Fundraising Coordinator

Other positions that will be available to nominate
members, but have active members that will stand:

● Chair
● Treasurer
● Hot Lunch Coordinator

PAC is holding an Arthur Stevenson Cobra art
contest. The winner will have their art uploaded to be
the banner on the PAC Facebook Page. This contest
will run from the beginning of the school year until
September 22, 2021. Students or Parents can submit
original artwork to arthurstevenson.pac@gmail.com
or by Messenger on Facebook
@ArthurStevensonPAC. We look forward to seeing
some creative Arthur Stevenson spirit!

Hot Lunch Ordering
PAC will be doing online ordering for all orders to
ensure accuracy with the orders and to make the
process as easy for everyone as possible. If you had
an account last year, you will need to re-register.

Here's how to get started...
● Go to https://ases.parentcouncil.net/
● Click on "Click Here to Register"
● Enter Access Code AEHL
● Complete the rest of the registration form
● Click the "Register Now" button at the bottom
● Follow the instructions to add each child in

your family who attends Arthur Stevenson.
Once your child(ren) are registered, click on "Orders"
and proceed to order hot lunches for your child(ren).

All orders must be placed online.
Payment is done online using Visa, Mastercard or
AMEX.
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If you require an alternative method of payment
please contact PAC at:
arthurstevenson.pac@gmail.com

Upcoming Hot Lunch Dates:
Wednesday, October 6th (Pizza), Wednesday,
October 20th (Taco), Wednesday, November 3rd
(Pasta), Wednesday, November 17 (Sushi),

Wednesday, December 1 (Pizza), Wednesday,
December 15 (Taco)

Ordering information, deadlines, and other will be
added to the hot lunch website in the coming weeks.

School Goals:
This year we will continue to work on the following
school learning goals:

1. Each year, all students will use a variety of
critical thinking strategies in numeracy to
explain their thinking and evaluate the
thinking of others as measured by critical
thinking competencies.

Sub Goal: Each year, all students will
use strategies to keep trying when
they encounter challenging tasks as
measured by student perseverance
self-assessment.

2. Each year, all students will use self-regulation
tools and strategies to demonstrate expected
behaviour in all school settings.

School Sports
We are pleased that many of the school sports will be
able to resume this year. With that being said, the
district cross-country running events will not take
place because it would comply with the current health
orders. We will work hard to get the volleyball season
underway by mid-October.

Orange Shirt Day
This year, we will be having our Orange Shirt Day
celebration on Wednesday, September 29th since
September 30th is now the National Day for Truth
and Reconciliation and there will be no school.

Safe Arrival
School District #73 uses the SafeArrival student
absence reporting system to record student
absences. Please report your child’s absence in one
of the following convenient methods:

1. Phone:  1-844-350-2647
2. Web: go.schoolmessenger.ca
3. App:  SchoolMessenger

Please report your children’s absences before 8:30
am the day they will be absent. Absences can be
reported in advance 24 hours a day, 7 days a week,
for any school day in the term.

If the Safe Arrival program does not allow you to
report an absence, please contact the school office
so they can fix the problem.
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Letter of Intent

September 2021

Re: KEV Group, SchoolCash Online for Student Fees

Dear Parents/Guardians:

Our School District has engaged the services of KEV Group, a company offering a web-based software
solution, SchoolCash Online which includes several modules designed to meet the financial needs of
K-12 public education schools. With Ministerial mandates for improvement and recommendations from
our external auditors, School District No. 73 is looking to use a digital product to manage our school fees
and accounting. The intention is to replace/reduce the use of cash and the use of the historic accounting
system in our schools.

As a result, the School District’s Finance Department and schools have been working with SchoolCash
Online to implement a digital system connecting parents and students. This system provides an easy
method of paying your child’s school fees for courses, field trips, sports teams, clubs and many other
student activities anytime, anywhere in a safe and secure web-based environment.

While recognizing the benefits of this payment environment, you must also be aware of the potential
impacts and risks of sharing digital information online and of the necessity to protect our students’
personal information regardless of where it is stored or accessed. As a public body, we are subject to the
BC Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. In accordance with this Act, we must at all
times protect the privacy of students under our care.

We hope that you will see value in this fee payment tool for you and your child. If you choose to
participate please complete the Electronic Registration Process through sd73.SchoolCashOnline.com.
Your student’s school administration will then provide further instructions on how to access the new
system. If you have further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me using the information listed
below.

Sincerely,

Deanna Steptoe, Principal
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Arthur Stevenson Staff 2021-2022

Staff Position Staff Position

Mrs. D. Steptoe Principal Ms. R. Bisong Library Assistant

Mrs. A. Pinette Secretary Ms. N. Eberle Aboriginal Education Worker

Ms. S. Sorensen Kindergarten Ms. K. Browett CEA

Mrs. M. Head Kindergarten Ms. R. Fadden CEA

Mrs. T. Hawkings Kindergarten/Grade 1 Mrs. J. Korpan CEA

Ms. A Zelisko Grade 1 Mrs. L. Miller CEA

Ms. A. Patterson Grade 1/2 Ms. S. Mould CEA

Ms. T. McLean Grade 2 Ms. K. Padar CEA

Mr. A. Dhaliwal Grade 2/3 Ms. B. Spooner Daytime Custodian

Ms. P. McKay/Ms. J. Yakura Grade 3 Mr. J. Kelly Evening Custodian

Ms. A. Langford Grade 4 Ms. H. Raine Evening Custodian

Ms. S. Parker/ Mr. B. Kicia Grade 4/5

Ms. C. Kovacs Grade 5

Ms. B. Simpson Grade 5/6

Ms. K. Cruz Grade 6/7

Ms. E. Moroz/Ms. E. Szydlik Grade 6/7

Mr. R. Bregoliss Grade 6/7

Mrs. S. Corea LART

Ms. G. Ong LART

Ms. J. Yakura Prep

Ms. T. Petrie Prep

Ms. K. Kipp Teacher-Librarian
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