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Principal’s Message:
Happy June! This year has flown by and it is hard to believe that this is the final newsletter of the 2021-2022 school
year. When I look back from September to now, I am amazed at the growth I have seen in our students throughout
the year. We moved from following strict Covid protocols almost back to the processes we followed prior to Covid.
Students, staff, and families were flexible with these changes and I thank you all for that.

Throughout May, in addition to our day-to-day learning, students were involved in field trips, district events, track
and field, flag football, Celebrations of Learning, and the honouring of the 215 children’s lives that were lost at
Tk'emlups. Being able to connect in larger groups has been invigorating.

Last week, we honoured the discovery of the 215 children’s unmarked graves in a
variety of ways. Our grades 4 and 5 students were able to attend the district’s first
ever powwow where they watched dancers, drummers, and performers. Ted
Gottfriedson, Tk’emlups te Secwépemc representative, addressed the visitors to
the powwow. During his address, he shared that the children who attended
residential schools were known as a number and he invited us to call the children,
Le Estcwicwéy (The Missing). On Friday, all our students and staff gathered for an
assembly to honour Le Estcwicwéy.

The month of June is Pride month. Throughout the month, we will celebrate our
LBGTQ community.

This final newsletter of the year is also the last one I am sending you as principal of Arthur Stevenson Elementary.
I’m very grateful for the four wonderful years that I was able to spend with the Arthur Stevenson students, staff, and
families. There were many challenges that we faced with Covid these past two years, but there were certainly many
more fond memories that I am leaving with. The time I spent with our students left my heart full on a daily basis. I
was fortunate to listen to them read, help solve math problems, watch presentations, read to them, observe science
lessons (such as salmon dissections), cheer students on in various sporting events, laugh at their jokes, help them
through sad or challenging times, and so much more. Arthur Stevenson sure R.O.C.K.S.!! I thank the families and
our staff for everything they do to help our students be the best people they can. I am sure going to miss you all.

Let’s enjoy these final few weeks of school together for the 2021-2022 school year. We have exciting times to look
forward to including assemblies, fun day, more field trips, and a lot of learning!

-Mrs. D. Steptoe
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Upcoming Important Dates

Fri. June 3 District Track and Field

Mon. June 6 PAC Meeting - 6:30 pm

Wed. June 8 PAC Hot Lunch

Thurs. June 16 Grade 7 Farewell Dinner
(6:00-8:00 pm)

Fri. June 17 Grade 7 Moving On Ceremony
(9:00 am)

Tues. June 21 Aboriginal Day

Mon. June 27 Fun Day

Wed. June 29 Last Day of School Assembly  -
10:45 am

Wed. June 29 Last Day of School - 12:30
Dismissal

Tues. Sept. 6 First Day of School for the
2022-2023 school year.
Students attend from
10:30-12:00.

Aboriginal Day
Tuesday, June 21st, is National Aboriginal Day. If you
or someone in your family has an Indigenous game,
story, craft, or anything else that you would like to
come and share with our students, please let us
know. The purpose of the day is to recognize the
history and heritage of the Indigenous People of
Canada.

Are You Moving For 2022-2023?
If you know that you are
moving for next year, please
contact the Arthur Stevenson
office to let us know. This will
help us with planning for
next year.

Summer Reading
During the summer, routines change … Some
children stay up later, some spend more time
outdoors, and some do not spend as much time
reading. When you do not practice something for two
months, your skills deteriorate. We call this the
summer reading slide and it is cumulative over the
years. You can help to prevent summer loss by
encouraging your child to read throughout the
summer months. Here are some tips to help with
summer reading:

● Read every day - 15 minutes a day really
adds up!

● Read books aloud to your child.
● Let your child engage in

reading that interests
them.

○ Audio books
○ Graphic novels
○ Picture books
○ Magazines
○ Novels
○ Newspapers
○ Book series
○ And more!

● Make books accessible.
○ Visit the library
○ Go to the bookstore
○ Trade books with friends

Be preventative! Don’t let the summer reading slide
get your child.

Track and Field
Our students did very well in track and field at both
the school and zone levels. Good luck to those
students who are moving on to Districts on Tuesday,
May 31st (1000m and 1200m) and Friday, June 3, at
Hillside Stadium.

Kindergarten Registration
We are still taking Kindergarten registrations. If you
know someone who has a child that will be turning 5
by December 31, 2022, please have them contact the
school office to register their child.
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Fun Day Concession
Our concession was such a hit for track and field
day that we have decided to have another one on
Fun Day. The menu will change slightly and we will
only sell pre-ordered food for this day. Please watch
for an order form to come home very soon.

Daily Health Checks
We continue to have high absenteeism in some
areas and a lot of students are coming to school
feeling sick. Although the formalized daily health
checks are no longer required, we have been
advised by Interior Health to continue to emphasize
daily health awareness strategies – staying home
when sick, practicing good hand hygiene and
respiratory etiquette, and making choices about
wearing masks. Please make sure to keep your
children home when they are sick.

Grade 7
As our grade 7s complete their final year at Arthur
Stevenson, I would like to wish them all the best on
their next chapter of their lives. Many have attended
Arthur Stevenson since kindergarten and others
have joined us along the way. Either way, moving
onto high school is an exciting time and I know that
they are ready for this next step. Good luck and
never stop learning!

We had an energetic group of grade 7 parents who
spent countless hours meeting, planning, and
organizing fundraising events for the Grade 7
Moving On Dinner at the
Dunes on Thursday, June
16th. Thank you to all of
those families who helped
with the fundraising through
purchasing bake sale
items, buying raffle tickets,
and donating bottles to the bottle drives.

The June PAC meeting is scheduled for Monday,
June 6th at 6:30 pm in the library. This meeting will
be in person, but for those who cannot attend in
person, Zoom will be an option.

Join Zoom Meeting
https://ca01web.zoom.us/j/617549309

Hot Lunches
● June 8 - Mexican (this is the rescheduled

date)

Our PAC has supported our school in many ways
this year and we want to send out a big THANK
YOU! Some of the initiatives include supporting
classes going on
field trips,
purchasing items
for the school
(plastic tables,
flexible seating),
paying for events
such as Young
Artists and Young
Authors, organizing
hot lunch days, and more. We couldn’t do all of
these things without you!

We also want to send out a
HUGE THANK YOU to our
PAC chair, Amanda Yaseniuk.
Amanda is leaving after 12
years with PAC. She has put
in countless hours supporting our school in a variety
of PAC positions. You will surely be missed!
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Celebrating Our Learning
Indigenizing our Space - Many people have commented on how welcoming Arthur Stevenson is. We are striving to make it

both welcoming and inclusive. Mrs. Eberle has been working with students to paint borders on our bulletin boards. Recently,
we purchased two sets of Medicine Wheel tables.

Track and Field

Aboriginal Storytelling with Ozobots in
Ms. Simpson’s Class

Paper Bag Book Reports in Ms.
Parker’s Class

ASDT - Building Spaces for Chicks in
Mrs. Hawkings’ class

We respectfully acknowledge that at Arthur Stevenson Elementary School we are on the unceded territory of the Secwépemc
Nation, specifically the Territory of the Tk’émlups te Secwépemc.
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Upcoming Parent or Community Information Sessions

In 2020, we lost our friend, coach, mentor, colleague, father, husband and all around great
guy, Dean Padar. Dean was an amazing man who spent countless hours coaching youth
sports and supporting kids as an educational assistant in schools throughout SD73. Dean also
rode his bike to work every day. Snow, rain, ice, blinding heat...nothing stopped Dean from
riding his bike to work. On June 3rd we are inviting people to join us in a memorial bike ride to
honour our friend.
Date: June 3rd, 2022
Time: 6pm-7pm
Location: Westsyde Centennial Park
Route: Westsyde Centennial Park, down Bank Road to the Dunes Golf Course

Here is a link to the Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/events/1145396566310101?active_tab=about

Talking to Your Kids About Sexting
SD73's District Parent Advisory Committee (DPAC) is presenting a free online workshop for
parents and caregivers by Mosiac Sexual Health Education on Tuesday, June 21 from 7:00
pm - 8:30 pm.

In this workshop, you will learn about age-appropriate strategies and tips for talking to children
and teens about sexting, consent, and safety. The webinar will cover the laws covering
intimate image sharing and explain why this is a “must have” conversation. Parents will leave
with a clearer sense of what to talk about at various ages, and how to start and continue these
conversations with their children.

Pre-registration is required. Email sd73dpaczoom@gmail.com to register.
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